
 
May 24, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Elected Officials Delta Emergency Response and Preparedness Summit on 
    June 26, 2006 
 
 
We live in a region at risk of catastrophic flood disaster.  The weakness of our levees 
and flood control systems has been the subject of headlines for months.  At the same 
time, the federal and state emergency response agencies on which we would rely if a 
Katrina-style disaster were to befall us, have come under serious criticism for 
inadequate planning and coordination.  In a crisis, our residents first turn to us to 
rescue, assist, and protect them.  Are we, the elected leaders of the Delta region, ready 
to meet this challenge? 
 
To assess our collective emergency preparedness, the Delta Protection Commission is 
convening a Delta-wide Emergency Response and Preparedness Summit on Monday, 
June 26, 2006, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, at the newly restored Isleton Conference 
Facility, located at 203 Second Street in Isleton, California.  The summit format will 
be a facilitated discussion among emergency response professionals from our region 
that will evaluate our current response capabilities and point to areas where we might 
enhance our preparedness planning and coordination.  Among the questions the 
experts will address are mass evacuation and sheltering, and cross-jurisdictional 
communication.  Further opportunities to work together to address deficiencies will be 
discussed, including a possible Delta-wide Memorandum of Understanding for 
emergency response and preparedness.   
 
The Delta is comprised of portions of three regions, five counties, and over a dozen 
cities.  The Summit is a historic opportunity to reach across jurisdictional lines in 
recognition of the reality that in time of disaster we are truly interdependent. 
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Please plan to attend the Summit to represent the interests of your residents along with 
the Delta region electeds.  To confirm your attendance, please RSVP by June 19, 2006 
to Sheila Singleton, Delta Protection Commission at (916) 776-2290.  Additionally, 
on-site parking is available for your convenience, and if you are interested, the local 
Historical Society will provide a tour of this facility immediately after the Summit.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mike McGowan  
Chair 
 
cc: Linda Fiack, Executive Director, Delta Protection Commission 
      Marci Coglianese, Member, California Bay-Delta Public Advisory Committee 
 Former Mayor, City of Rio Vista 
 
Enclosures 
1. Feinstein/Pombo Emergency Response Press Release  
2. Executive Order S-04-06  
3. Invitee Listing 
4. Directions to Isleton  



Invitee’s Listing 
 
John M. Gioia, Chair, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 
Mary Piepho, Supervisor, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors/Member, DPC 
 
Roberta MacGlashan, Chair, Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
Don Nottoli, Supervisor, Sacramento County Board of Supervisors/Member, DPC 
 
John M. Vasquez, Chair, Solano County Board of Supervisors 
Michael Reagan, Supervisor, Solano County Board of Supervisors/Member, DPC 
 
Dario L. Marenco, Chair, San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
Leroy Ornellas, Supervisor, San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors/Member, DPC 
 
Frank Sieferman, Jr., Chair, Yolo County Board of Supervisors 
 
Donald P. Freitas, Mayor, City of Antioch 
Arne Simonsen, Councilmember, City of Antioch/Member, ABAG/Member, DPC 
Brian Swisher, Mayor, City of Brentwood 
Brad Nix, Mayor, City of Oakley 
Michael Kee, Mayor, City of Pittsburg 
Heather Fargo, Mayor, City of Sacramento/Chair, SACOG  
Rick Soares, Mayor, City of Elk Grove 
Darryl Clare, Mayor, City of Galt 
Chris Stokes, Mayor, City of Isleton 
Gloryanna Rhodes, Mayor, City of Lathrop 
Susan Hitchcock, Mayor, City of Lodi 
John Beckman, Member, Lodi City Council/Member, SJCOG/Member, DPC 
Edward J. Chavez, Mayor, City of Stockton 
Dan Bilbrey, Mayor, City of Tracy 
Eddie Woodruff, Mayor, City of Rio Vista 
Christopher Cabaldon, Mayor, City of West Sacramento/Member, SACOG /Member, DPC 
 
Gary L. Haskin, Chair, SJCOG  
Dave Cortese, Chair, ABAG  



 
 
 

Feinstein, Pombo Request Coordinated 
Emergency Response & Evacuation Plan for Bay Delta 

March 29, 2006 
 
 
Washington, DC – U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and House Resources Committee 
Chairman Richard W. Pombo (R-Calif.) sent a letter to government officials today requesting the 
design of a comprehensive, coordinated emergency response and evacuation plan to implement 
should disaster ever strike California's Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. The Bay Delta levees 
are among the nation's most vital levees, protecting and providing water for 23 million 
Californians. 
 
"The Bay Delta needs to be prepared with an emergency response and evacuation plan should a 
major levee breach imperil hundreds of thousands of people," Senator Feinstein said. "The lesson 
of Katrina has to be that we recognize potential threats to the lives of our citizens before they 
happen, and move aggressively to have a full plan in place to prevent panic and fatalities." 
 
"We are doing everything humanly possible to identify and repair the weaknesses facing the Bay 
Delta levees," Chairman Pombo said. "However, an emergency response and evacuation plan 
must be put in place in case the unthinkable happens. We can not and will not let the devastation 
that occurred in New Orleans come to pass in the Bay Delta." 
 
Chairman Pombo and Senator Feinstein directed their concerns and request of an emergency 
response and communications plan to Homeland Security Director, Michael Chertoff; Acting 
Director of FEMA, R. David Paulison; and the Director of California Office of Emergency 
Preparedness, Henry Renteria. The letter requests plans, capabilities, and preparations be made 
including: pre-positioning of materials during heavy rains, rapid response of government 
contractors and emergency personnel, immediate closure of levee breaks and coordinated 
evacuation routes for mass exodus. 
 



  
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  

 

 

EXECUTIVE ORDER S-04-06  
by the  

Governor of the State of California  

WHEREAS, California has successfully responded to earthquakes, floods, fires, freezes, outbreaks of infectious disease, 
droughts, pestilence, civil unrest, mudslides, chemical spills, and the threat of terrorist action, including 19 major disasters 
between 1989 and 2006 and more than 1,200 proclaimed States of Emergency between 1950 and 2006 affecting every 
county in the State; and 

WHEREAS, the state government and many local governments, non-profit organizations, and businesses have already 
taken proactive steps to prepare for disasters in California; and  

WHEREAS, California is a recognized leader in emergency management and the federal government has now adopted 
California's Standardized Emergency Management System as the core of their emergency response system; and 

WHEREAS, state and local government agencies must continue to strengthen efforts to prepare for catastrophic disasters; 
and  

WHEREAS, public-private partnerships are essential to preparing for, responding to, and recovering from disasters; and  

WHEREAS, more needs to be done to educate Californians about what they can do to be better prepared for the next 
disaster; and  

WHEREAS, the efficient mobilization of federal, private sector, and non-profit resources is critical to effectively prepare for, 
respond to and recover from disasters. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor of the State of California, by virtue of the powers and 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State of California do hereby issue this Order to become 
effective immediately: 

1. The Director of the Office of Emergency Services and the Director of the Office of Homeland Security shall periodically, 
but no less than quarterly, convene a meeting with, among others, the Adjutant General of the California National Guard, the 
Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing, the Secretary of Corrections and Rehabilitation, the Secretary of 
Education, the Secretary of Environmental Protection, the Director of Finance, the Secretary of Food and Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development, the Secretary of Resources, 
the Secretary of State and Consumer Services, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the Director of Forestry and Fire 
Protection, the Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol, the Director of Water Resources, the State Public Health 
Officer, the Director of Health Services, the State Veterinarian, the Director of Fish and Game, the Director of Toxic 
Substances Control, the Chair of the Air Resources Board, and the Director of the Emergency Medical Services Authority.  

The Directors shall utilize these meetings to: (a) assess and provide necessary information to the Governor, Legislature, 
local agencies, and the public on pending emergency conditions that threaten the public health and safety, (b) develop a 
consolidated set of budget, legislative, and administrative actions, along with identification of additional federal resources 



required to improve state prevention and response capabilities to deal with pending threats to public health and safety, and 
(c) assist in the management of emergency preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation efforts.  

2. An Emergency Partnership Advisory Workgroup (Workgroup) shall be convened by the Director of the Office of 
Emergency Services. The Workgroup shall assist the Director in securing agreements between affected state agencies and 
non-profit and private sector resources necessary to respond to threatened or actual emergency situations. The Workgroup 
members shall be selected by the Director of the Office of Emergency Services and be composed of at least seven non-
profit and private sector representatives who are involved in preparing their communities for disasters.  

The Workgroup's duties shall include: (a) providing advice to the Director of the Office of Emergency Services on 
appropriate agreements to provide for quick access to emergency supplies and services in order to minimize the need to 
stockpile such supplies during normal times, (b) providing advice to the Director of the Office of Emergency Services on 
logistic measures needed to quickly deliver needed supplies and services to affected areas, (c) providing advice to the 
Director of the Office of Emergency Services on methods to utilize non-profit and private sector capabilities to increase the 
surge capacity of state and local agencies responding to emergencies, (d) promoting the integration of the non-profit and 
private sectors into the emergency services system so that people can be better informed and prepared for emergencies, 
and (e) encouraging systems that aid business and economic recovery after a disaster.  

3. By June 1, 2006, the Director of the Office of Emergency Services shall promulgate model Continuity of 
Operations/Continuity of Government plans and guidelines to be provided to state and local agencies in order to assist them 
in ensuring the continuity of government and ensuring the provision of essential services to the public during and after a 
catastrophic event. 
 
4. By September 30, 2006, all Executive Branch agencies shall update their Continuity of Operations/Continuity of 
Government plans consistent with the guidelines and submit them to the Cabinet Secretary and the Director of the Office of 
Emergency Services and include procedures for the testing and exercising of these plans.  
 
5. All Executive Branch agencies, through the coordination of the Director of the Office of Emergency Services, shall 
increase their efforts for the "Be Smart, Be Prepared, Be Responsible" public awareness campaign to ensure that all 
individuals, families and schools have the information they need to prepare themselves until government assistance can 
arrive during and subsequent to disasters. 
 
6. The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall convene a working group of representatives from hospitals and health 
facilities throughout California to: (a) develop by June 1, 2006, a recommended program to ensure local health facility surge 
capacity plans achieve federal Health Resources and Services Administration surge capacity benchmarks, and (b) 
participate in conducting exercises and training to prepare for natural and man-made disasters. 
 
7. The California Service Corps, in cooperation with the Health and Human Services Agency, the Office of Emergency 
Services, the Office of Homeland Security, and non-profit volunteer organizations, shall ensure the coordination of volunteer 
activities related to disaster response and recovery, including necessary training, equipment, and transportation provisions. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that agencies under my direct executive authority shall cooperate in the implementation of this 
Order. Other entities of state government, including the University of California, California State University, California 
Community Colleges, constitutional officers, legislative and judicial branches, and the California Public Utilities Commission, 
are requested to assist in its implementation.  

This Order is not intended to, and does not create any rights or benefits, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in 
equity, against the State of California, its departments, agencies, or other entities, its officers or employees, or any other 
person. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF  I have here unto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this the eighteenth day of April 2006. 
 
/s/ Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 
Governor of California  

 
 
 


